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Abstract. This study highlights the importance of the muhaddithiin’s hadith-criticism methodology
as a foundational safeguard for preserving the Sunnah and, consequently, for ensuring sound Islamic
reasoning by preventing fabrication and error from entering religious discourse—especially in
historical contexts marked by expanding transmission and fitan. The paper aims to (1) articulate the
integrated structure of hadith evaluation, (2) clarify its core critical instruments, and (3) demonstrate
its operational logic through an applied case so that the reader gains methodological competence
rather than a purely descriptive overview. Its central research problem asks: how did hadith critics
construct criteria for accepting or rejecting reports, what mechanisms secure both chain and text
reliability and how are these mechanisms activated in practice when facing contradiction, singular
transmission, or additional clauses? Methodologically, the study employs an inductive-analytical-
comparative approach: it collects and traces transmission routes, analyzes the governing criteria of
criticism, and then performs systematic comparison and preference (tarjih) based on evaluative
indicators, culminating in a practical test of an added clause transmitted by a single narrator. The
findings show that hadith criticism is not a set of scattered techniques but a coherent normative
verification system; that authentication is not grounded in the apparent chain alone but in an
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interlocking set of considerations—continuity, narrator integrity, sustained precision, and freedom
from shudhadh and hidden defects (‘ilal); that narrator trustworthiness does not entail infallibility,
making route-collection and cross-comparison essential for detecting subtle errors; and that applied
tarjih operates through traceable indicators, positioning this tradition as a robust historical model of
disciplined verification.

Keywords: Hadith criticism, Isnad analysis, Tarjih, Shudhtdh, ‘llal.
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